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“Every success is built on the ability to do better than good enough.”   Anonymous 

FROM YOUR AREA DIRECTOR 

Greetings 4CSBA Members, 
     First off, thanks for all those who participated in the 
“State Issues Conference”, March 1 – 3. I wanted to let 
you know that FCSBA had a significant presence at the 
conference, actually the largest contingent group from 
Area 2.  The count provided me by NYSSBA indicated 
approximately 40 school district representatives out of 
about 370 in attendance were from Area 2 including a 

good mix of School Board Members, Superintendents and Business 
Officials.  Thanks for taking the time to try to understand the state of the 
state’s economy and its effects on school funding. I just hope that the 
state officials don’t waste the opportunity to make the changes so well 
explained by NYSSBA and your individual district examples to assist in 
future funding efforts. 
     Here we are well into the second half of the school year, 2009-2010 
budgets being planned/presented, school board members are trying to 
understand what the effects of the troubling economic times are having 
on our proposed budgets for next year and its impact on your district. 
Wow, a lot going on and difficult to digest, to say the least. 
     In a couple of weeks March 21, to be exact, FCSBA will be hosting 
your Legislative Breakfast; by that time we will hopefully have a little 
clearer picture of the budget timing and its ability to provide our  
districts the necessary funds to maintain the quality education we all 
strive to do with our Superintendents and district staffs. 
     I’m looking forward to seeing you at the Legislative Breakfast being 
held on Saturday March 21 at Club 86. Let’s hope that by that time our 
elected representatives, present at the breakfast can provide good news 
for each of us to bring to our districts/communities. 
     I appreciate your notes and emails about current issues or things you 
hope NYSSBA can provide as services or training in the future. If you 
wish to contact me I’ll continue to keep my contact points in this  
column for ease of communications. 
My email addresses are: tnespeca@rochester.rr.com, or  
Thomas.Nespeca@carestreamhealth.com . My telephone numbers are: 
Home 585-671-7858, Work 585-627-6425, Cell 585-747-9922.  Feel 
free to use any of them and they all have voice mail so leave a message 
and I’ll do my best to get back to you ASAP. 

                                 Tom 
            Area 2 Director 
     NYSSBA, Vice President 

 

 
(and those who work for board clerks) 

Friday, March 13, 2009 
8:30 - 11:45 a.m. 

(optional lunch 12:00 noon) 
Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES  

Regional Support Center 
Newark, New York 14513 

The focus is documentation through minutes and other records 
retained by the District Clerk.  There will be time to talk about the 
annual vote and other topics of current interest.  Please join us.  
Our guests will be Dennis Barrett (Ferrara, Fiorenza.  
Larrison, Barrett, and Reitz) and Tammy Besse (Office of the 
State Comptroller). 

 
 FOUR COUNTY MEMBERS  

 ATTEND NYSSBA LEGISLATIVE       
  CONFERENCE 

     As noted by Area 2 Director Tom Nespeca, and  
               FCSBA President Tom Scherer, twenty Four County  
               board members, superintendents, a business  official, and 
               your Executive Director attended the New York State 
               School Boards Association’s State Issues Conference  
               that was held in Albany March 1 – 3. The program began 
               with a panel presentation on  “Advocacy Tools” during  
               which FCSBA Executive Director Sharon Sweeney  
                talked about strategies for  “building the local advocacy 
                network”.  Other conference speakers included  
               Assembly Education Committee Chair Kathy Nolan,  
               Senate Education Committee Chair Susie Oppenheimer, 
               State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli and new Senate 
Majority and Minority Leaders Malcolm Smith and Dean Skelos.  
While the planned candle light vigil on the Capitol Steps was  
cancelled due to the nasty Albany weather, all in attendance made 
the trek up the hill on Tuesday morning to meet with area Senators 
and Assemblymen to discuss the issues mentioned in the  
President’s Message.  To assist with conference expenses, Four 
County sponsored a dinner for all Association members on  
Monday evening. 

FCSBA MEMBERS RECOGNIZED BY  
NYSSBA FOR TRAINING 

    Congratulations to Four County members who are being recognized by 
the New York State School Boards Association for their commitment to 
increasing their knowledge and skill level through completing several 
levels of leadership development.  Receiving Level One recognition for 
earning 40 or more points are: Robin Vogt and Amy Suchan (Gananda), 
Donna Cotter (Canandaigua), and Andrew Richardson (Lyons).  Level 
Two recipients are those who have earned 40 or more points and  
completed all SBI Courses: Kathy Guenther and Jeff Morehouse (Penn 
Yan) and Derrick Terry (Sodus).  Those receiving Level Three  
recognition after completing all SBI Courses and earning 200 points are: 
Sheila Brown (Marcus Whitman) and Kathy Guenther and Jeff  
Morehouse (Penn Yan).  Area 2 Director Tom Nespeca is traveling the 
Four County area personally presenting the recognition awards to all 
Level Two and Three recipients at board meeting.    Thanks Tom! 

 
 FCSBA Fi$cal Training $eminar 
     Saturday, April 28, 2009 

            7:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m. 
 

     Victor Education Center 
    High Street ,Victor, New York 

     (State approved – fulfills the 6-hour mandate.   
$95.00 per member) 

                                Four County Hosts Annual 
Prospective Board Member Seminar 

A Panel Presentation  
Saturday, March 31 

8:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
 

Jack Loveless Conference Room 
Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES Regional Support Center 

131 Drumlin Court 
Newark, NY 14513 

     Flyers and Brochures have been sent all Four County member 
and non-member board presidents, superintendents, and board 
clerks.  Notices have been sent to PTA presidents, public libraries, 
and the radio/TV stations and newspapers serving the Four 
County area.   
     Community members thinking about running for their Board 
of Education or those would just like to know more about the roles 
and responsibilities of school trustees are encouraged to attend. 
 

Please share this information with those who may be interested. 
Details available by calling the Four County office or at 

www.4csba.org 
This program is offered as a public service – there is no charge. 

 
         

 
 
 
 
www.centerforpubliceducation.org - The Center for Public  
Education is a national resource for accurate, timely, and credible 
information about public education and its importance to the  
well-being of our nation. The Center provides up-to-date research, 
data, and analysis on current education issues and explores ways 
to improve student achievement and engage public support for 
public schools.  It is a joint initiative of the National School 
Boards Association (NSBA) and National School Boards  
Foundation. 
www.achieve.org/ - Created in 1996 by the nation’s governors 
and corporate leaders, Achieve is an independent, bipartisan,  
non-profit education reform organization based in Washington, 
D.C. that helps states raise academic standards and graduation 
requirements, improve assessments and strengthen accountability. 
In 2006, Achieve was named by Education Week as one of the 
most influential education groups in the nation. Achieve is leading 
the effort to make college and career readiness a national priority 
so that the transition from high school graduation to postsecondary 
education and careers is seamless.   

 
 

  Thursday, May 21, 2009 
The Belhurst Castle 

                                 5:30 p.m. 
                Celebrate! 

                     Enjoy our Guest Speaker  
                                     and  
                       Student Performers! 
                            Elect Officers!  

Adopt Amendments to the Bylaws!   

  
 
 

 
 

THANKS TO FOUR COUNTY BUSINESS SPONSORS 
The Association is pleased to recognize and thank the follow-
ing businesses for their support of the annual Facts and  
Figures Booklet Publication. 
 
 Full Page: 

Ashley McGraw Architects, PC  
C&S Design Build, Inc. 
Ferrara, Fiorenza, Larrison, Barrett  
& Reitz, P.C. 
Harris Beach, PLLC   
Harter Secrest & Emery, LLP 
Hunt Engineers, Architects, & Surveyors 
New York Insurance Reciprocal (NYSIR) 
Pearson Digital 
Reliant Community Credit Union 
Turner Construction 

Half Page: 
Career Training Concepts, Inc. 
Municipal Solutions, Inc. 
Raymond F. Wager, CPA, P.C. 
Wegmans 

Quarter Page: 
Christa Construction 
Club 86 Party House 
LaBella Associates, P.C. 
Leonard Bus Sales, Inc. 
Moore Printing Co. Inc. 
Wayne A. Vander Byl, Attorney  
 and Counselor at Law 
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20 NYSSBA Board Officers’ 
Training 

    Through your membership in Four County School Boards Association, school boards gain access to and have a 
credible voice in the ongoing debates about education.  That representation was quite evident once again when over 
350 local school leaders converged on Albany March 1 – March 3 to engage in active discussions with state  
legislators. 
     Our Four County area had excellent representation with the following school board members attending: Donna 
Cotter and Tarry Shipley (Canandaigua), Dawn Santiago – Marullo (Superintendent, Victor Central) and Tim 
DeLucia (Victor), Jeanne Durfee and Lynn Gay (Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES), Dr. Joseph Marinelli (Wayne-

Finger Lakes BOCES District Superintendent), Mike Renne (School Business Official, Phelps-Clifton Springs) and Mike Ford 
(Superintendent, Phelps-Clifton Springs), Patrick Wright (Williamson) and Maria Ehresman (Superintendent, Williamson), Joyce Lyke 
(Wayne Central), Jim Koehler (Dundee), Tom Ledbetter (Newark), Anne Morgan (Romulus), Susan Salvaggio (Superintendent, Sodus), 
Philip Rose and Patricia Paprocki (Sodus), Tom Scherer (Geneva) and Sharon Sweeney (Executive Director, Four County School Boards 
Association).  A special thank you to each of our superintendents who were able to make the trip to Albany and for sharing your expertise and 
depth of knowledge in discussing these important issues.  Your support is deeply appreciated! 
     At the forefront of these issues was, of course, aid that school districts will be receiving through the federal stimulus package.  Much has 
been written and discussed about this assistance, but it was made clear by state Budget Director Laura Anglin that it is impossible to know the 
exact numbers for each district until negotiations are complete and the state budget is in place.  Your representatives also engaged in  
discussions relating to the need for reform of 3020a, the creation of a new of Tier V, the burden placed on districts by shifting Pre-K Special 
Education costs to local districts, burdensome mandates, a repeal of the Wicks Law, the need for a progress on the Paper Reduction Act and 
providing districts the flexibility to access to the Accrued Employees Benefits Reserve funds. 
     Thank you also to Assemblymen Joe Errigo, 130th District, Jim Baccales, 136th District, Bob Oaks, 128th District, Brian Kolb, 129th Dis-
trict and Senators Michael Nozzolio, 54th District, George Winner, 53rd District and Dale Volker, 59th District for taking time from their busy 
schedules to meet with us and for their support on these important educational issues. 
     Four County School Boards Association is honored to serve all of its member districts in this important work.  Rest assured that your voice 
is being heard at the Federal and State levels in our efforts to support and serve our local boards and all of our students! 
                                    
                                       One of the many valued services provided through membership 
                                              In your Four County School Boards Association! 
 

       We look forward to seeing you at our Legislative Breakfast at Club 86 in Geneva 
            on March 21st to share in the discussion on relevant state and local issues! 

                                                                                                                                                                               Tom 

President’s Message 

March 
2009 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

8:15 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. - Registration/Buffet Breakfast 
8:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. - Meeting with Legislators 

 
The Club 86 – Geneva, NY 

 
Presiding:  Anne Morgan, Legislative Committee Chair, Romulus CSD 

  Presenting:  Nancy Zimar, Superintendent Dundee CSD 


